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CITY OF UNIVERSITY PARK 
AGENDA MEMO 

 
 

     
  Meeting Date:           Item Type: 

      9/19/2023                 Action Item  
  
 
Subject: Consider an Ordinance amending the International Residential Code, Sections R505.5 and 

505.5.1 regarding permit extensions and fees  
 
Prepared By: Patrick Baugh, Community Development Director 
 
 

 
Background: 

The City Council requested a review of new residential major construction schedules and 
referred the issue to the Zoning and Development Advisory Committee for 
recommendations on actions. The committee recommendations were to advise 
neighbors of project scheduling, which has been implemented.  
 
City Council desired a strong incentive to motivate the builders and accelerate the project 
schedules. That incentive was to impose a daily fee on schedule overruns under the 
authority of an extended valid building permit. That has been incorporated into the 
amending ordinance under this cover. The ordinance breaks down into two tiers of 
extended permits: up to 60 days and over 60 days. The time periods are important 
because the entire neighborhood is affected by each construction project. The brief 
extension is less impact and is proposed as a lesser cost of $250 per day. The longer period 
is more onerous of an imposition on the neighborhood and a higher degree of incentive 
to complete is considered warranted at $500 per day. 
 
Application of these extended permits would be on any project that is a complete new 
house (Detached, SF-A or Duplex), as well as, any project of long duration work schedule 
or high impact on the neighborhood. 

  



   

 
 
 
 
This proposed ordinance also considers the series of permits that regularly accompany 
the new home construction. The proposed ordinance sets a new permit validity period of 
24 months, regardless of house size. The proposed increase in time facilitates 
restructuring the new residence permit as a combination permit to include, not only the 
primary structure, but also any new fence, concrete walls or paving, and accessory 
structures. Often, permit applications are received for co-locating accessory structure 
projects on a lot having an active building permit for a house. Regardless of the lagging 
permit issuance date, the project must be complete upon the expiry date of the house 
permit. If projected schedule completion dates indicate later completion, the project site 
will be subject to a project extension permit requirement and applicable fees. 
 
It is proposed that this ordinance will allow ample time to complete a major residential 
construction project in a reasonable time without requiring an extension and associated 
fees.  
 

 

Fiscal Impact: 

  ☒ Not Applicable 

  ☐ Proposed Expenditure 

  ☐ Proposed Revenue 

  ☐ Budget Amendment Required 
 
Master Plan Goal (optional): 
 
 

 Theme Action Item 

☐ Affirming Sense of Place Click or tap here to enter text. 

☐ Assuring Connectivity  Click or tap here to enter text. 

☐ Innovative Governance Click or tap here to enter text. 

☐ Technological Integration Click or tap here to enter text. 

☐ Preparing for the Future Click or tap here to enter text. 

 
 
Recommendation: 
 Staff recommends that the city council consider adoption of the ordinance to amend the 
International Residential Code, Sections R505.5 and 505.5.1 regarding permit extensions and fees 
 
 
Attachments: 
 

1. Proposed Ordinance 
 
 
 
 
 


